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Dear NUTSEA Member,

Along with the Kentucky Association of Electric Cooperatives, Big 
Rivers Electric Corporation and our member-owners, Jackson 
Purchase Energy Corporation, Kenergy Corp, and Meade County 
RECC, welcome you to the Bluegrass State for the 76th Annual 
NUTSEA Conference.

We are very proud to host this annual NUTSEA Conference and 
think you will find the conference very informative and entertaining. 
In addition, we hope you will take some time to enjoy Louisville, 
our state’s largest city. This host city has so much to offer such as 
the Kentucky Derby Museum, the Louisville Slugger Museum and 
Factory, and the Urban Bourbon Trail, so please take some time to 
enjoy the many activities and our southern hospitality.

Again, we are glad you are here and hope you enjoy your time spent 
in Kentucky.

Sincerely,

Bob Berry  
President and CEO 
Big Rivers Electric Corporation

76th nutsea conference
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Are you ready for three days of learning, networking and fun in the 
Bluegrass State? The 76th NUTSEA conference is set in downtown 
Louisville, Kentucky on September 17-19, 2018, and is sure to provide 
you with a great educational experience and some fun along the way.

Thanks to Big Rivers Electric Corporation and its member owners 
— Meade County RECC, Jackson Purchase Energy Corporation and 
Kenergy Corporation, for hosting the 2018 NUTSEA conference.

You, as safety professionals, are tasked with providing training and 
knowledge that helps keep employees safe. The educational value 
of NUTSEA is second to none and the bonds we make between each 
other are equally important. I hold my friendships I have made over 
the years in the NUTSEA organization close to my heart.

As you prepare to make your travel arrangements, remember that 
NUTSEA has a Facebook page and a great website for you to keep up 
to date on conference details, as well as review past or future things 
that the NUTSEA board is working on.

I look forward to seeing you in Louisville in September. If there is 
anything that you may need, do not hesitate to contact me or one of 
your board members.

Sincerely,

Jim Ed Burris 
2018 NUTSEA Chairman
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RELAXED STYLE 
Marriott Louisville Downtown 
280 West Jefferson St. 
Louisville, Kentucky 40202

RESERVATION 
www.marriottlouisville.com 
1-800-266-9432 
Group Code: https://book.passkey.com/e/49143283

Room Rate 
�$173 plus tax for  
Singles and Doubles

$183 for Triple  
or Quads

The reservation cut off date is Tuesday, 
August 14, after that date our room rate is 
not guaranteed.

Check In 
4:00 PM

Check Out 
11:00 AM

Hotel Parking 
$12 per day

Valet Parking  
(available) $32 per day.

Complimentary WiFi access will be provided 
in guest rooms and meeting space.

An indoor pool and 24-Hour Fitness Center  
is available for guest use.

Located in the 
heart of downtown, 
Marriott Louisville 
Downtown features 

upscale amenities 
and onsite dining 

near top Louisville 
attractions.

The  
Bourbon 
Capital of  
the World!

Welcome to Louisvil l e!

https://book.passkey.com/e/49143283


Glass Works
815 West Market Street
0.3 Miles from Hotel

Louisville Science Center
727 West Main
0.5 Miles from Hotel

Louisville Slugger Field
401 East Main Street
0.5 Miles from Hotel

Mega Cavern
1841 Taylor Avenue
7.5 Miles from Hotel

Louisville Slugger Museum
800 West Main Street
0.6 Miles from Hotel

Kentucky Derby Museum
700 Central Avenue
4 Miles from Hotel

Frazier Historical Arms Museum
833 West Main Street
0.4 Miles from Hotel

Muhammad Ali Center
140 North Sixth Street
0.3 Miles from Hotel

21c Museum
700 W Main Street
0.6 Miles from Hotel

Louisville Zoo
1100 Trevillian Way
5.3 Miles from Hotel

Speed Art Museum
2035 S. 3rd Street
3.3 Miles from Hotel

4th Street Live–Bar District
411 S. 4th Street
0.5 Miles from Hotel
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TRANSPORTATION
Once at Louisville International 
Airport cabs are available at the 
traffic island outside the airport.
Taxi7—502-777-7777
Yellow Cab—502-636-5511

SIGHTSEEING & ENTERTAINMENT
Celebrate Kentucky’s heritage along the Urban Bourbon Trail, home to 
some of the world’s best bourbon bars and distilleries. Start at The Porch 
located in the Marriott Louisville Downtown. Ask your server for the free 
passport book and list of stops or visit www.bourboncountry.com.

Lyft & Uber are the only authorized 
ridesharing services available to 
transport passengers from the 
airport. The Lyft & Uber pick-up curb 
is located on the lower level, east side 
of the terminal on the inner curb.

Sightseeing & Entertainment



Porch Kitchen & Bar
In Hotel $

Los Aztecas Mexican Restaurant
530 W Main Street $

Griffs Sports Bar
133 W Liberty Street $

Impellizzeri Pizza
110 W Main Street $$

Mussel & Burger Bar
113 S 7th Street $

Bistro 301
301 W Market Street $$

Proof on Main
702 W Main Street $

Sway
311 S 4th Street $$

Gordon Biersch Brewery
400 S 4th Street $

Rivue Restaurant & Lounge
140 N 4th Street $$

Troll Pub Under the Bridge
150 W Washington Street $

Old Spaghetti Factory
235 W Market Street $$

Brazeiros Churrascaria
450 S 4th Street $

Dish on Market
434 W Market Street $$

Hiko A Mon Japanese
416 W Muhammad Ali Blvd. $

Harvest
624 E Market Street $$

8UP Elevated Drinkery & Kitchen
350 W Chestnut Street $

Vincenzo’s
150 S 5th Street $$$

Smashburger
312 S 4th Street $

Milkwood Southern Restaurant
316 W Main Street $$$

Spinellis Pizza
239 S 5th Street $

Marketplace Restaurant
651 S 4th Street $$$

Zoup
318 S 4th Street $

English Grill
335 W Broadway $$$

Potbelly Sandwich Shop
302 S 4th Street $

Eddie Merlot’s Beef & Seafood
455 S 4th Street $$$

Chipotle Mexican Grill
315S 4th Street $

Morton’s Steakhouse
626 W Main Street $$$

Panera Bread
400 Market Street $

Jeff Ruby Steakhouse
325 W Main Steet $$$$

Doc Crow’s Southern 
Smokehouse & Raw Bar
127 W Main Street $$
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RESTAURANTS

Taste of Louisvill  e
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Golf at Covered Bridge  
(limited to 40 golfers)

12510 Covered Bridge Road 
Sellersburg, IN  47172

Shotgun Start: 9 am 
(Lunch provided)

Cost:  $85 
Club Rental: $30  

NO SHUTTLE TO COURSE IS PROVIDED

Covered Bridge Golf Club is a Fuzzy Zoeller/Clyde 
Johnson designed 18-hole course, nestled on a 
gently rolling plain at the foot of Southern Indiana’s 
famous Floyds Knobs. The par 72 circuit features five 
lakes, a meandering creek and is pleasantly forested.  

Outings

Kentucky Derby Museum & Horse Farm Tour 
(space is limited to 20 seats)

Tour: 10:30 am – 4:15 pm Cost: $75 (Lunch provided)

Your tour will begin with a stop at the Kentucky Derby Museum 
where exhibits take you through every stage of a Thoroughbred’s 
life, from birth to the First Saturday in May. Admission also includes 
a 30-minute historic walking tour of Churchill Downs, most famous 
for annually hosting the Kentucky Derby, the “Greatest Two Minutes 
in Sports.” Lunch is provided onsite. Lastly, your tour ends with a 
visit to a horse farm where legendary horses call home. You won’t 
want to miss seeing these fantastic animals!

TOUR
10:30 am Depart Marriott

11 am - 12:30 pm Kentucky Derby Museum
11:30 am Walking tour of Churchill Downs (30min)
12:30 pm - 1:30 pm Lunch onsite via Derby Cafe
2:15 pm - 3:30 pm Horse Farm Tour
4:15 pm Return to Marriott
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Knob Creek Gun Range  
(space is limited to 20)

Load Shuttle: 8 am 
Depart Range:  2 pm

Cost: $75   
(Lunch provided)

Knob Creek Gun Range is Kentucky’s premier outdoor 
shooting range located just 20 miles south of Louisville. 
Participants will receive instruction from Range Officers on 
gun safety as well as shooting tips as they hone their skills 
target practicing with a variety of weapons. Costs include 
shuttle transportation, eye and hearing protection, gun 
rental, targets, range fees, Range Officers and ammunition 
listed below. 

Gun rental and ammo options
Target Model .22 LR pistol (50 rounds)
Ruger 10/22 .22 LR rifle (50 rounds)
Striker Fired 9mm pistol (Glock or equivalent with 50 rounds)
AR-15 rifle in 5.56 NATO (50 rounds)
Additional ammunition/gun rentals available at shooter’s expense

Sunday, September 16, 2018

Bourbon Distillery Tour & Tasting 
(Space is limited to 20 seats)

Tour: 9:30 am – 4:30 pm Cost: $75 (Lunch provided)

Visit three Kentucky bourbon distilleries—Jeptha Creed,  
Old Forester Co. & Bulleit. Tour includes shuttle transportation, 
distillery tours, tastings and lunch. You’ll learn the heritage of 
America’s native spirit and bourbon facts to impress your friends! 

TOUR & TASTING
9:30 am Depart
10 am - 11:30 am Jeptha Creed Tour/Tasting 
11:30 am - 12:15 pm Jeptha Creed - Bloody Mary Bar and Lunch
1 pm - 2:30 pm Old Forester Distilling Co. Tour/Tasting
3 pm - 4 pm Bulleit Tasting Only 
4:30 pm Return to Marriott
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Sunday, September 16, 2018
Activities and Registration

 8:00 am – 2:30 pm Knob Creek Shooting Range

 9:00 am Golf at Covered Bridge

 9:30 am –  4:30 pm Bourbon Distillery(s) Tour

10:30 am – 4:15 pm Kentucky Derby Museum & Horse Farm Tour

      Noon – 4:00 pm Registration

 5:00 pm Vendor Reception

Monday, September 17, 2018
8:00 am – 5:00 pm Registration

 7:00 am – 5:00 pm Vendor Expo

 7:00 am – 8:00 am Breakfast

Member Luncheon – Salon F Quad States – Win SAIA – Show

General Sessions
 8:00 am – 9:15 am Opening

Bob Berry – CEO of Big Rivers “Welcome to the State of Kentucky”

Corky Taylor – Kentucky Peerless Distillery – “History of Kentucky Bourbon”

 9:15 am – 10:15 am David Sarkus – The Safety Coach “Leading from your heart”

10:15 am – 10:50 am Break and picture

10:50 am – 11:10 am Bud Branham and Cory Parr – Commitment to Zero 

11:10 am – 11:30 am Perron W. Nicholas – CLCP Past, Present and Future

11:30 am – 11:50 am Business Meeting – Call to order

11:50 am – 12:50 pm Lunch
Attendee & Guest Luncheon – Salon F Past Chair & New Member Luncheon – Show

12:50 pm – 1:05 pm Vendor Introduction

 1:05 pm – 2:05 pm Breakout Sessions (options)
Tammy Pickering – Making Safety 
Observations More Effective with Feedback – 
Salon A

Tom Davis – Drug Crisis, U.S. 
life expectancy declines for a second 
straight year - Salon B

Dr. Gayle Rhodes – 
Managing Work Compensation 
Claims – Salon C

 2:05 pm – 2:20 pm Break (meet with vendors)

 2:20 pm – 3:20 pm Breakout Sessions (options)
Tammy Pickering – Making Safety 
Observations More Effective with Feedback – 
Salon A

Tom Davis – Drug Crisis, U.S. 
life expectancy declines for a second 
straight year - Salon B

Dr. Gayle Rhodes – 
Managing Work Compensation 
Claims – Salon C

 3:20 pm – 3:35 pm Break (meet with vendors)

 3:35 pm – 4:35 pm Breakout Sessions (options) 
Tammy Pickering – Making Safety 
Observations More Effective with Feedback – 
Salon A

Tom Davis – Drug Crisis, U.S. 
life expectancy declines for a second 
straight year - Salon B

Dr. Gayle Rhodes – 
Managing Work Compensation 
Claims – Salon C

United Utility Supply will host a hospitality room on Monday, September 17.

Louisvill  e, Kentucky - Agenda
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Tuesday, September 18, 2018
General Sessions

 7:00 am – 5:00 pm Vendor Expo

 7:00 am – 8:00 am Breakfast – Attendee & Guest

 8:00 am – 9:30 am Keni Thomas – Get it on: What it means to lead the way

 9:30 am – 9:45 am Break (meet w/vendors)

 9:45 am – 10:45 am Breakout Sessions (options)
Bob Moss – Cyber Security at Home 
and Work - Salon A

David Sarkus – Great 
Safety Coaching for World-Class 
Safety Performance - Salon B

Hector Hernandez – 
Dealing with Difficult Members 
- Salon C

10:45 am – 10:55 am Break (meet w/vendors)

10:55 am – 11:55 am Breakout Sessions (options)
Bob Moss – Cyber Security at Home 
and Work - Salon A

David Sarkus – Great 
Safety Coaching for World-Class 
Safety Performance - Salon B

Hector Hernandez – 
Dealing with Difficult Members 
- Salon C

Noon – 1:00 pm Lunch

 1:00 pm –  2:00 pm Breakout Sessions (options)
Bob Moss – Cyber Security at Home 
and Work - Salon A

David Sarkus – Great 
Safety Coaching for World-Class 
Safety Performance - Salon B

Hector Hernandez – 
Dealing with Difficult Members 
- Salon C

 2:00 pm – 2:15 pm Break (meet with vendors)

 2:15 pm – 4:30 pm Roundtables – can go longer than 4:30 if they want
Generation and Transmission - 
Salon A

�Job Training & Safety  
– Salon B

Distribution 
Generation – Salon C

 5:30 pm – 6:30 pm Social hour

 6:30 pm – 8:30 pm Dinner and Awards Banquet

Wednesday, September 19, 2018
General Sessions

 7:00 am –  8:00 am Breakfast – Attendee & Guest

 8:00 am –  9:00 am Cliff Meidl – The Fire Within

 9:00 am –  9:15 am Corey Parr – Federated

 9:15 am –  9:45 am Martha Duggan – Regulatory Update

 9:45 am – 10:00 am Break (meet w/vendors)

10:00 am – 10:15 am Micheal Weltzheimer – Program Sharing

10:15 am – 11:15 am Business Meeting

11:15 am Adjourn
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Bob Berry 
Re-joined the management team of Big Rivers Electric 
Corporation as Vice President of Production in July 2009. In 
February 2013, Bob was promoted to Chief Operating Officer 
and in July 2014, Bob was elected President and Chief Executive 
Officer. Big Rivers is a generation and transmission cooperative 
headquartered in Henderson, Kentucky, serving approximately 
116,000 customers in 22 counties located in western Kentucky. 
Prior to re-joining Big Rivers Electric, Bob had been the General 
Manager of Western Kentucky Energy, a subsidiary of Louisville 
Gas and Electric/E.ON. Bob is a 37-year veteran of the Big 
Rivers system beginning his career at Big Rivers’ Coleman 

generating plant in January 1981, serving in variety of roles 
until joining Western Kentucky Energy in July 1998. He holds an 
associate degree in mechanical engineering and a bachelor’s 
degree in business management. Bob is a board member 
of KAEC, National Renewables Cooperative Organization, 
ACES, Henderson Community College Foundation Board and 
Owensboro Greater Economic Development Corporation.
Bob and his wife, Beth, are natives to the region, and they have 
three grown children and two granddaughters living in Louisville 
and Owensboro, Kentucky.

Corky Taylor 
Currently serves as chairman of Kentucky Peerless Distilling 
Co., originally owned by his great-grandfather, Henry Kraver, 
from 1896-1917. After retiring from his position as president 
and CEO of BENCOR Inc., a financial services company, Corky 
decided to reignite the family business with the establishment 

of grain to bottle bourbon distillery in downtown Louisville, 
Kentucky. Corky combines his family heritage and modern 
distilling to craft an authentic product and experience for his 
Peerless Patrons.

David Sarkus
For over 30 years, as a coach, consultant, and speaker, David 
Sarkus, MS, CSP, has moved and motivated thousands of 
workers to become safer, healthier and more productive. As a 
safety professional, he has won several honors, including a Best 
Practices Award for TRW Inc. His first of five books, “The Safety 
Coach®: Unleash the 7C’s for World Class Safety Performance!” 
is a safety best seller. David provides a high-content performance 

sprinkled with humor and impactful storytelling. As an author, 
speaker, consultant and executive coach, David’s clients include 
some of the biggest and best run organizations in the world: 
General Electric, H.J. Heinz, Pfizer, and Shell—to name a few. As 
a Certified Safety Professional (CSP) with advanced degrees in 
both safety management and organizational psychology, David is 
prepared and passionate about helping you succeed.

Tammy R. Pickering
Owns T.R. Pickering & Associates, Inc., a training and 
communications consulting company that helps organizations 
develop employees’ leadership and communication skills. She 
has more than 20 years’ experience evaluating, developing 
and conducting training programs for employees in a variety 
of industries. Tammy develops and facilitates leadership and 
communication courses for the University of Southern Indiana’s 

Division of Outreach and Engagement, where she also serves 
as an assessor in the Management Diagnostic Center. Tammy 
has a Bachelor of Arts degree in English and a Master of Science 
degree in mass communication from the University of Southern 
Mississippi. A DDI certified trainer, she has also completed Simplex 
Levels 1 & 2 Facilitator Training and has facilitated strategic 
planning meetings for companies and not for profit organizations.

Tom Davis
Graduated from Miami (OH) University with a Bachelor of 
Science Degree in Business Administration in 1984.  Tom has 
previous experience in the electric utility industry with American 
Electric Power during the 1980s and 1990s. Tom joined Big 
Rivers Electric Corporation and assumed the position of Vice 
President Administrative Services in September 2013. He retired 
from Big Rivers in the spring of 2018. He and his wife, Valerie, 

enjoy travel and are currently mapping out a comprehensive 
trip of our nation’s 59 National Parks. Tom does intend to stay 
connected to the business world and will be working with 
a small group of clients desiring to improve their Human 
Resource strategies and processes with a focus on Talent 
Management and Employee Engagement.

Speak ers
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Dr. Audry Gayle Rhodes 
Born and raised in Daviess County in Western Kentucky. He 
graduated from Brescia University and the UK College of 
Medicine, and began a career in the U.S. Air Force. He completed 
residencies in family practice at Scott Air Force Base in Illinois 
and was chief resident while training at the University of 
Cincinnati’s Occupational Medicine program. His last military 
assignment was as chief of occupational medicine at Robins 
AFB, the largest heavy industrial site in the state of Georgia. 

After retiring from the Air Force he became Assistant Medical 
Director for Occupational Medicine at St. Mary’s Medical Center 
in Evansville, Indiana. For the past 10 years, he has been Medical 
Director for Owensboro Health Occupational Medicine where he 
services an eight-county region. He is also medical director for 
several organizations including the City of Owensboro, Logan 
Aluminum in Russellville, Aleris Rolled Products in Hawesville, 
Big Rivers Electric in Henderson and Tyson in Sebree.

Keni Thomas 
In the summer of 1993, Staff Sergeant Keni Thomas was 
deployed to Mogadishu, Somalia, with the 3rd Ranger Battalion 
as part of an elite special operations package called Task Force 
Ranger. Keni and his fellow rangers distinguished themselves in 
an 18-hour fire-fight that would later be recounted in the highly 
successful book and movie “Blackhawk Down.” A powerful 
speaker, Keni captivates audiences from beginning to end as 
he tells the incredible story of extraordinary individuals and 
how they fought to bring each other home. Keni got out of the 

Army to pursue his music career and now works full-time as an 
award-winning country music recording artist and songwriter in 
Nashville. He has been recognized by the President of the United 
States, by Congress and has been awarded the American Patriot 
Award. But Keni is most proud of his appointment as a national 
spokesman for the Special Operations Warrior Foundation. Keni 
is a graduate of the University of Florida, and the recipient of the 
bronze star for valor.

Bob Moss 
Is the current Manager of Information Technology at Big 
Rivers Electric Corporation in Henderson, Kentucky. He 
has been with Big Rivers and the former Western Kentucky 
Energy/LGE group for a total of 32 years.  He completed 

associate’s and bachelor’s degrees at the University of 
Southern Indiana and a master’s degree in Public Service 
Administration at the University of Evansville.

Hector Hernandez
As a veteran, an immigrant, an entrepreneur, a former 
law enforcement officer, a professional dog trainer and 
now a public speaker—Hernandez is the American Dream 
embodied. Through books, classes, public speaking, support 
of other businesses and of course, training, Hernandez 
continues to influence public policy and improve this world 

by empowering people, disrupting organizational structures 
and providing expertise on interpersonal-relations issues. 
As a dog trainer, Hernandez seeks to work with both dog 
and owner by providing constructive insight, experience, 
and expertise and never turning a case away no matter the 
difficulty of the situation.

Cliff Meidl
Is a national motivational and safety speaker, spokesperson 
and ambassador in the safety industry. He continues to 
partner as a spokesperson with the OSHA Training Institute 
Education Center at CSUDH in addition to several statewide 
“Call 811 before you dig” centers. His personal story is a great 
reminder why accountability in culture is vital to reducing 
work place accidents. While working on a construction 
site at 20 years of age, Cliff jackhammered into three live 

buried power lines and nearly lost his life and legs. He 
made a miraculous comeback battling through a strenuous 
rehabilitation process and ultimately went on to make two 
US Olympic Teams 10 years after his accident. Cliff received 
the ultimate honor—he was chosen as Team USA flag bearer 
at the 2000 Sydney, Australia Olympic Games. Cliff earned 
a Bachelor of Science from CSULB and an MBA from the 
University of Southern California.
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Louisvill  e, Kentucky - Fun facts!

Keep an eye out for some of the “famous 
Louisvillians” gazing at you from banners 
that hang on buildings around the city. 
These banners recognize and honor the 
city’s famous sons and daughters. Visit 
www.louheroes.org for information 
and locations of all the banners.

Famous Louisvill ians

Bourbon Country

95% �of the world’s bourbon is produced 
in Kentucky.

The Bel l e of Louisvil l e

The Belle of Louisville is the oldest operating 
steamboat in the United States, and the 
oldest operating Mississippi River-style 
steamboat in the world. Hop aboard the Belle 
of Louisville where you can cruise the Ohio 
River on our lovely historical steamboat!   

The Louisvill  e Slugger

The Louisville Slugger continues to dominate 
both the wood and aluminum bat worlds, 
with countless players swinging the Slugger. 

The Kentucky Derby

Louisville is best known as being the home 
of the Kentucky Derby—the most intense 
two minutes in sports!

The Brown Hotel

Louisville’s local delicacy is The Hot Brown. 
Originating at The Brown Hotel, this dish is 
an open-faced turkey and bacon sandwich 
topped with Mornay sauce.

Thunder Over Louisvill  e

Louisville is home of Thunder Over Louisville 
which is the largest fireworks show in the US.



Hey, NUTSEA!

WE STAND IN 
AWE OF YOU

Our Honor,
Our Pleasure,

Our Commitment...Unwavering.
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platinum sponsor



platinum sponsor
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platinum sponsor
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ASK FOR IT: Safer, Smarter Solutions
 for lifting, lowering, pulling & stringing.

Samson’s engineered high-performance ropes are found wherever the challenges are greatest. 
Every rope we produce comes complete with The Samson Advantage — the industry’s most 
complete package of pre- and post-sale services, from product selection to training and support 
to ensure its longest, safest service life. Tough challenge? Ask for Samson. 

G
O

LD
 S

P
O

N
S

O
R

  SamsonRope.com

gold sponsor

gold sponsor
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silver sponsorgold sponsor

bronze sponsors
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